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1 . This International Searching Authority 



(\) considers that there are 



nnn?- 



. (number of) inventions claimed in the international application covered 



by the claims indicated *BD$5ti/on the extra sheet: 



fl nrf it considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention 
^li^ff3^1^13-3) for the reasbns indicatectteKtt/on the extra sheet: 



(H) W] has carried out a partial international search (see Annex) □ will establish the international search report 

on those parts of the international application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

1-8,11-13 

(in) willestabiishmeintemationalsearchreporton the other parts of the international application only if. and to theextent 
to which, additional fees are paid 
2. The applicant is hereby Invited, within the time limit indicated above, to pay the amount indicated below: 

erp 57? .00 _x QQQ1 fiRP 572,00 



Fee per additional invention 
Or. EUB Q ^i QQ 



number of additional inventions 

QQQ1 



total amount of additional fees 

FUR 945,00 _ 



^ ' . • infnrmAd that accordina to Rule 40.2(c), the payment of any additional fee may be made under protest, 

Intern^ ofinvent,on 
oMM the amount of the required additional fee is excessive. 

, — , . have been found to be unsearchable under 

3 ' LJ ^ 7 (2 Q )(bj-because of defects under Article 1 /(2)(a) and therefore have not been included with any invention. 
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1 .The present communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Form PCT/ISA/206). It shows the 
results of the international search established on the parts of the international application which relate, to the invention 
first mentioned in claims Nos.: 


2.7his corhrmjnKltion is not the international search report which will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 


3 If the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and will be included as such in the international search report. 


4. If the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
^rtmmnniratinn anri Hip rp<5ult«5 of the international search on other Darts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category 8 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to daim No. 


X 

Y 
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US 5 560 426 A (TRAHAN KEVIN 0 ET AL) 
1 October 1996 (1996-10-01) 
cited in the application / 
column 1, line 46 - line 54 v 

/■nl iirrm 3 1 T no 9 - line 3ft 

co I limn o , line c • nne jo 


1-3,13 

4,5 

7 8 11 

/ ,0,11, 

12 




column 4, line 62; figures 1-3 


Y 


US 3 195 646 A (BROWN, C.C.) / 
20 July 1965 (1965-07-20) 7 
column 3, line 6 - line 25; figures 1,2 


4,5 


A 


US 4 848 469 A (BAUGH J LINDLEY ET AL) / 
18 July 1989 (1989-07-18) * 
column 6, line 47 -■ line 58 


4,5 


v 
A 


FP 0 Qfi1 <¥)7 A ( HALLIBURTON ENERGY SERV 
INC) 1 December 1999 (1999-12-01) J 
column 21, line 37 - line 42; figures 
6A.6B.7 

column 24, line 43 - line 51 


ft 


X 


GB 2 320 734 A (BAKER HUGHES INC) | 

1 July 1998 (1998-07-01) 

page 13, line 12 - line 20; figures 2,3 


8 


p^j Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C |X | Patent family members are listed in annex. 


•Special categories of cited documents: ^ documen\ ^ me international filing date 

J „ , . , . or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 

"A* document defining the general state of the art which is not cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
considered to be of particular relevance invention 

"E" earlier document but published on or after the international *x> document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
filing date cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 

V document which may throw doubts on priority ciarm(s) or involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 
which is cited to establish the publica^date of another t* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
citation or other special reason (as specified) cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 

"0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
other means ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 

"P" document published prior to the International filing date but In the art 

later than the priority date claimed - & - document member of the same patent family 



Form PCT/ISA/206 (Annex. Bret sheet) (July 1992) 



INVITATION TO PAY ADDITIONAL FEES 



International application No. 

PCT/GB 00/04160 



1. Claims: 1-8,11-13 



1.1. Claims: 1-6, 11-13 

Apparatus for performing a downhole operation, the 
apparatus comprising a locking member preventing the 
downhole operation from happening, the locking member 
being releasable by expanding a wall of the apparatus. 

1.2. Claim : 7 . 
Apparatus for performing a downhole operation, the 
apparatus comprising a wall provided with an extending 
profile, the downhole operation being performed by 
expanding the extending profile so as to drive a set 
of slips onto a cone. 

1.3. Claim : 8 

Apparatus for performing a downhole operation, the 
apparatus comprising a wall having grip enhancing 
means material attached thereto, the tool being 
actuated when the wal 1 of the tool i s expanded i nto 
contact with the inside surface of a larger tubular. 

2. Claims: 9, 10, 14-16 

Method of expanding a tubular in a well bore. 

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 
1, although not necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could 
be searched without effort justifying an additional fee. 



The subject-matter of claims 1 to 3 and 13 is not new, as the 
wall of the tool according to US 5 560 426 A, by flexing, also expands 
outwardly. Claims 1 to 3 and 13 do not comprise therefore any technical 
feature which is "special" in the meaning of Rule 13.2 PCT. 

With reference to claim 4, US 5 560 426 A discloses a tubular 
body with a wall 28, a ring member 10 provided with slips, a locking 
member 44 which is unlocked responsive to the expansion of the wall 28 
(col 3, lines 15-21), and removable means (breakaway sleeve 62) for 
expanding the wall 28 of the tubular body. The "special technical 
feature" of the apparatus of claim 4 is therefore that the ring member 
is held in frictional contact with an inner surface of an outer casing 
by a spring. The problem solved by said features is to permit to hold 
stationary the ring relative to the tubular body once the locking member 
has been released, whereby the relative movement between tool and ring 
can be used to carry out a downhole operation (see for example claim 5). 
The same "special technical feature" is present also in dependent claims 
5 and 6, for definition of "dependent claim" (Rule 6.4 (a) PCT). 

Claims 7, 8 and 11 to 13 do not specify features which are either 
"the same" or corresponding" to the "special technical feature" of 
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International application No. 

PCT/GB 00/04160 



claims 4 to 6, but nevertheless they have been searched in the light of 
PCT Search Guidelines, Section IV, VII-12. 

Claims 9 and 10 relate to the problem of reducing the friction 
force acting on an expanding member moved inside a tubular, and the 
problem is solved by providing the expanding member with energizable 
rollers Claims 14 to 16 relate to the problem of selectively locally 
deforming a tubular member and the problem is solved by placing a 
selectively energizable expansion member inside the tubular to be 
expanded. 

It is therefore apparent that the special technical features of 
claims 4 to 6 are neither "the same" nor "corresponding" to the ones of 
claims 9 to 10 and 14 to 16, and the application does not meet therefore 
the unity requirements of Rule 13.1 PCT. 
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